
Australian Tropical 
Fruit R&D Update

Presented by Yan Diczbalis



Topics

ÅWhere we are and climate

ÅCacao

ÅTropical fruit project (Jackfruit component)

Å Cyclone (hurricane) resilience



Where are we?

Where are we?



Tropical Australia 
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Cacao



Research and Development

ÅResearch feasibility study ς1999 to 2006
ïFunded by RIRDC, Cadbury, Qld, NT and WA Departments

ïRIRDC Report ςProducing Cocoa in Northern Australia

ÅCocoa Commercialisation ς2007 to 2012
ïCǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ wLw5/Σ /ŀŘōǳǊȅκaƻƴŘŜƭŢȊΣ 5!C

ïRIRDC Report ςCommercialising cocoa growing in north 
Queensland

ÅEradication of Cocoa Pod Borer: Qld DAF - BioSecurity

ÅSupport/advice to new and existing growers where 
requested.



Current Industry status

ÅCocoa producers
ïMossman region (5 - contacts)
ÅArea ςapprox. 6 ha

ïCairns region (1 ςcontact)
ÅArea ςapprox. 2 ha?

ïInnisfail/Tully region (3 ςcontacts)
ÅArea ςapprox. 8 ha

ÅTwoproducer associations (ACC and QCIDA)
ÅPlanting Material
ïPNG SG2 hybrids

ïseedlings of hybrids (concern!)



FNQ Cocoa sites (16.5S-18.0S)



Issues ςPlanting Material

ÅContinued availability of hybrid seed from PNG?



Issues ςPod Borer



Issues ςLow commercial yields


